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Flooding In The Media 
	  




Flooding In The Media 
	  
Heavy Rain Events Can  
Occur Suddenly 
 
Especially In Summer 
 
 
Flooding In The Media 
	  
Street Flooding Affects 
 Thousands Of People 
 
Seems To Be More Frequent 
 
Can Occur With Less Rainfall? 
 
Flooding In The Media 
• Our	  Goal	  Is	  To	  Communicate	  Any	  Threat	  To	  The	  Public	  
	  	  	  (Before	  And	  During)	  	  
• Protect	  Life	  And	  Property	  Within	  Our	  Means	  
• Support/Communicate	  Official	  Warnings	  From	  The	  
NaJonal	  Weather	  Service	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Norfolk/Portsmouth DMA 
	  Our Viewing Area  
Population ~714,000 
 
Large Geographic Area 
 
Also Cover Bertie, Sussex 
Dare, Dare OBX, N. Neck 
 
Incoming Information 




ASOS, MADIS, Local Sites 





	  Facebook Reports  







Notifying The Public 
	  Advisories/Warnings  Are Displayed On A Map 
 
Affected Areas Are Colored 
 
Colors May Be  
Different From NWS, But  
Convey Same Information 
 
 
Notifying The Public 
	  During Non-Severe WX  A Ticker May Be Used For 
Information 
 
This Is Used Primarily For  
Nuisance Flooding And  
Sub-Severe Wx 
 
We Will “Cut In” To 





	  Great Input/Output  
We Can Post To  
Thousands 
 






	  Twitter: 9,000+  Followers 
 
Set-up So That Severe 
Warnings Are Automatic 








	  Flood Advisory Flood Warning (Depends) 
Areal Flood Adv./Warn  
 
Not Automatic. We Can 
Do A Manual Crawl 
 
Can Cut-In If Flooding Is  
Severe (Locally) Or Flash 




• It	  Takes	  A	  Lot	  More	  Time	  To	  Monitor	  All	  Of	  This	  
• We	  Are	  CONSTANTLY	  updaJng	  Facebook,	  TwiOer,	  
Web,	  Weather	  Blogs	  
• Takes	  Time	  Away	  From	  Analysis	  And	  CommunicaJon	  	  
Difficulties/Hurdles (Externally) 
• Non-­‐Severe	  Flooding	  May	  Be	  Severe	  Due	  to	  Local	  
Factors	  
• Poor	  Drainage,	  ConstrucJon,	  Antecedent	  Rainfall	  
(Especially	  If	  Not	  Accounted	  For)	  
• Tides!!!	  
Difficulties/Hurdles 
• Tides	  Used	  To	  Not	  Be	  A	  Factor	  During	  Heavy	  Rain	  
Events	  Unless	  The	  Natural	  High	  Tide	  Was	  ExcepJonal	  
Or	  Tidal	  Flooding	  Was	  Already	  Happening.	  
• Now???	  Even	  Moderate	  Rainfall	  Events	  Can	  Produce	  
Flooding	  During	  High	  Tide.	  
• I	  Have	  Observed	  The	  Changes	  Over	  The	  Last	  10	  Years.	  
Tidal Forecasting 
	  Mainly Use Sewell’s Point For Hampton Roads 
 
Minor Tidal Used To Start 
At 5ft.  Now It is 4.5ft.   
 
Nuisance Flooding Can  
Occur Around 3.8-4ft.  




	  We Witness Everything  First Hand At WAVY 
 
Lake WAVY Is Common 
 




• The	  Local	  Effects	  +	  Tide	  +	  Heavy	  Rain	  PredicJon	  
	  	  	  Are	  Difficult	  To	  Predict	  At	  Best	  
• Some	  Flooding	  May	  Already	  Be	  Occurring	  Before	  A	  
Warning	  Is	  Issued	  
• People	  May	  Be	  Dealing	  With	  The	  Flooding	  And	  May	  
Not	  Be	  Able	  To	  Report	  In.	  	  
Possible Solutions 
• More	  Common	  Use	  Of	  Weather	  Chat	  With	  NWS	  
During	  Non-­‐Severe	  Weather	  Events	  
• BeOer	  CommunicaJon	  Lines	  With	  Emergency	  
Managers	  And/Or	  Civic	  Leaders	  
• More	  Formal	  Reports	  From	  Viewers	  
Thank You For Your Time! 
	  
Meteorologist:	  Jeremy	  Wheeler	  
	  
WAVY	  TV	  
jeremy.wheeler@wavy.com	  
